
State & Local Responses to COVID 19  
March 13, 2020 
New updates:  
  

• 40 Governors and the District of Columbia have declared states of emergency.  
• British Columbia, Quebec, and Ontario have all issued guidance recommending 

cancellation of events over 250 people and the Prime Minister has self-quarantined 
after his wife tested positive. 

• New states banning events over 250 include: Louisiana, Massachusetts, Michigan, and 
Colorado. 

• National Governor’s Association Coronavirus Information (link) 
   
States of Emergency:  
  

• Puerto Rico, 3/13 (link) 
o NEW Governor ordered all events with large gatherings be postponed or 

cancelled. No limit specified. 3/13 (link) 
• Texas, 3/13 (link) 

o NEW Austin bans events over 2,500 through May 1st 3/9 (link) 
o NEW Dallas bans events over 500 until 3/20, events over 250 discouraged. 3/12 

(link) 
o Houston rodeo has been cancelled. 3/11 (link) 
o SXSW in Austin, cancelled, city declares “local disaster." 3/6 (link) 

• Idaho, 3/13 (link) 
• Minnesota, 3/13 (link) 

o NEW St. Louis Mayor bans events over 1000. 3/13 (link) 
o Kansas City Mayor cancels events over 1000, announces city in state of 

emergency. 3/12 (link) 
• South Carolina, 3/13 (link) 
• Missouri, 3/13 (link) 
• Montana, 3/12 (link) 
• Alabama, (not in state of emergency) 

o Montgomery Lobbyist reports that Jefferson County will ban events over 500 
people. 3/12 (link) 

• Delaware, 3/13 (link) 
• Virginia, 3/12 (link) 
• Nevada, 3/12 (link) 

o No event restrictions as the Governor thinks capacity numbers are arbitrary. 
• Kansas, 3/12 (link) 
• West Virginia, 3/12 (link) 
• Virginia, 3/12 (link) 
• Tennessee, 3/12 (link) 
• Indiana, 3/12 (link) 

o Gov limits social gatherings to less than 250. 3/12 (link) 

https://www.nga.org/coronavirus/#states
https://www.foxnews.com/us/puerto-rico-activates-national-guard-amid-coronavirus-stops-large-gatherings
https://www.foxnews.com/us/puerto-rico-activates-national-guard-amid-coronavirus-stops-large-gatherings
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-declares-state-of-disaster-in-texas-due-to-covid-19
http://austintexas.gov/news/covid-19-update-special-events-austin-travis-county
https://dfw.cbslocal.com/2020/03/12/dallas-county-declaration-disaster-public-health-emergency-coronavirus/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/03/11/houston-rodeo-canceled-coronavirus-economic-impact-sxsw-austin-fiesta/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/06/sxsw-cancelled-due-to-coronavirus.html
https://www.ktvb.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/gov-little-to-provide-update-on-idaho-coronavirus-situation-at-friday-news-conference/277-0eb82f55-d795-4550-b74c-243053201f2c
https://www.sctimes.com/story/news/2020/03/13/minnesota-coronavirus-strategy-governor-tim-walz-live-stream-covid-19/5042733002/
https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/events-of-people-prohibited-in-st-louis-mayor-declares-public/article_9be4c987-a92f-5764-8b6d-1fb4216d5d72.html
https://www.kcmo.gov/Home/Components/News/News/245/16
https://www.wsoctv.com/news/local/coronavirus-live-local-updates-events-cancel-cases-continue-rise-across-carolinas/SQYUWZEA7FAVBAVDRJBKWW7H2U/
https://www.news-leader.com/story/news/local/missouri/2020/03/13/missouri-gov-mike-parson-order-state-emergency/5044191002/
http://governor.mt.gov/Pressroom/governor-bullock-declares-state-of-emergency-in-montana-related-to-covid-19
https://www.wbrc.com/2020/03/12/jefferson-county-health-department-recommends-canceling-gatherings/
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/03/State-of-Emergency_03122020.pdf
https://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/virginia-declares-state-of-emergency-after-15-people-test-positive-for-coronavirus/2238930/
https://twitter.com/GovSisolak/status/1238268983721123840
https://governor.kansas.gov/governor-issues-emergency-declaration-for-covid-19/
https://governor.wv.gov/Documents/SKM_C45820030417010.pdf
https://www.newsleader.com/story/news/local/2020/03/12/virginia-coronavirus-governor-declares-state-emergency/5034010002/
https://www.timesnews.net/State/2020/03/12/Tennessee-governor-declares-emergency-over-coronavirus.html
https://fox59.com/news/gov-holcomb-announces-first-coronavirus-case-declares-indiana-public-health-emergency/
https://calendar.in.gov/site/gov/event/gov-holcomb-announces-new-steps-to-protect-public-from-covid-19/


• Canada, 3/10 (link) 
o NEW Ontario recommends ban on events over 250. (link) 
o NEW British Columbia recommends ban on events over 250. (link) 
o Canadian Prime Minister self-quarantines after wife comes down with fever. 

3/12 (link) 
o Quebec Premier recommends all events over 250 be cancelled, also 

recommends closing the US border. 3/12 (link) 
o The Public Health Agency of Canada has issued guidelines on when to cancel 

major events. (link) 
• Louisiana, 3/11 (link) 

o NEW Governor bans gatherings over 250. 3/13 (link) 
o NEW New Orleans Mayor similarly bans gatherings over 250. 3/13 (link) 

• Wisconsin, 3/12 (link) 
o Milwaukee Mayor calls on Governor to declare state of emergency. 3/11 (link) 

• Arizona, 3/11 (link) 
• Arkansas, 3/11 (link) 
• Alaska, 3/11 (link) 
• New Mexico, 3/11 (link) 
• Washington, DC, 3/11 (link) 

o Mayor and Health Dept. issue advisory to cancel large events (over 1,000) 
through end of March. 3/11 (link) 

o IMP Productions, responding to Mayor’s advisory is postponing shows until after 
April 1. 3/11 (link) 

o Despite Mayor’s advisory, Wizards will play with fans in house. 3/11 (link) 
• Massachusetts, 3/11 (link) 

o NEW Governor bans events over 250. 3/13 (link) 
o State legislature cancels committee hearings and legislative sessions. (link) 
o Boston cancels St. Patrick’s Day celebration. 3/9 (link)  

• Michigan, 3/11 (link) 
o NEW Gov issues ban on events over 250. 3/13 (link) 

• North Carolina, 3/10 (link) 
• Colorado, 3/10 (link) 

o NEW Gov bans events over 250. 3/13 (link) 
o List of cancelled events in CO, including St. Patrick’s Day parade. 3/11 (link) 

• Connecticut, 3/10 (link) 
o Connecticut Governor bans events over 250 through April 30th. 3/12 (link) 

• Iowa, 3/9 (link) 
• Rhode Island, 3/9 (link) 

o Public Health lead and Governor discourage public gatherings, including 
Newark’s St. Patrick’s Day parade. 3/11 (link) 

• New Jersey, 3/9 (link) 
o Governor says all public gatherings over 250 should be cancelled. 3/12 (link) 

• Illinois, 3/9 (link) 
o Gov issues an event ban for anything over 250 people. 3/12 (link) 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/coronavirus/canada-releases-coronavirus-guidelines-on-when-to-cancel-major-events-1.4847684
https://globalnews.ca/news/6672452/ontario-health-official-coronavirus-events/
https://globalnews.ca/news/6668957/bc-coronavirus-update-march-12/
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/live-updates-quebec-doctors-want-limits-on-travel-gatherings-to-curtail-covid-19
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/health-professionals/mass-gatherings-risk-assesment.html
https://www.ksla.com/2020/03/11/la-gov-declares-public-health-emergency-coronavirus-case-caddo-parish/
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/ExecutiveOrders/27-JBE-2020-COVID-19.pdf
https://twitter.com/CityOfNOLA/status/1238526791838502914
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/03/12/file_attachments/1399035/EO072-DeclaringHealthEmergencyCOVID-19.pdf
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/2020/03/11/coronavirus-wisconsin-milwaukee-mayor-seeks-emergency-declaration/5025846002/
https://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/news/arizona-governor-declares-state-of-emergency-over-coronavirus-11456074
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2020/mar/11/pine-bluff-patient-first-presumptive-case-coronavi/
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/2020/03/11/dunleavy-declares-emergency-over-coronavirus-with-still-no-cases-confirmed-in-alaska/
https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/news/2020/03/11/bataan-memoral-death-march-canceled-coronavirus-new-mexico/5023609002/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-dc-maryland-coronavirus-news-wednesday/2020/03/11/50a0d822-6342-11ea-acca-80c22bbee96f_story.html
https://dchealth.dc.gov/release/dc-health-advisory
https://dcist.com/story/20/03/10/coronavirus_dc_maryland_virginia/#930
https://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2020/03/11/washington-dc-state-of-emergency-coronavirus/
https://nypost.com/2020/03/11/massachusetts-declares-state-of-emergency-as-coronavirus-spreads/
https://www.wwlp.com/news/state-politics/watch-live-governor-baker-to-provide-coronavirus-update/
https://www.wcvb.com/article/house-cancels-public-events-as-coronavirus-has-mass-under-state-of-emergency/31389624
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/03/09/metro/will-boston-cancel-sundays-st-patricks-day-parade-southie/
https://www.wxyz.com/news/read-gov-whitmers-state-of-emergency-declaration-amid-first-coronavirus-cases
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/local/2020/03/13/michigan-governor-orders-temporary-ban-on-all-events-with-over-250-people/
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/state-issues/486853-north-carolina-gov-declares-state-of-emergency-over
https://www.cpr.org/2020/03/10/colorado-coronavirus-update-gov-polis-announcement/
https://www.fox21news.com/health/coronavirus/gov-polis-updates-coloradans-on-coronavirus-response/
https://www.denverpost.com/2020/03/10/colorado-coronavirus-events-canceled/
https://www.nhregister.com/news/article/Lamont-declares-a-COVID-19-emergency-15120459.php?src=nhrhpbrk
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7.pdf?la=en
https://www.homelandsecurity.iowa.gov/documents/disasters/Proclamations/2020/PROC_2020_32_COVID-19_March9.pdf
https://www.necn.com/news/coronavirus/coronavirus-prompts-state-of-emergency-in-rhode-island/2243191/
https://www.golocalprov.com/news/watch-live-ri-coronavirus-update-with-governor-raimondo
https://www.insidernj.com/governor-murphy-declares-state-emergency-public-health-emergency-related-coronavirus/
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/03/coronavirus-update-nj-gov-says-all-public-gatherings-of-more-than-250-people-should-be-cancelled.html
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/illinois-declares-disaster-proclamation-over-coronavirus-outbreak/2233798/
https://wgntv.com/news/coronavirus/state-officials-announce-event-ban-more-covid-19-cases/


o Chicago St. Patrick’s Day parade cancelled, state legislature on recess until 3/24. 
3/11 (link) 

• Ohio, 3/9 (link) 
o Ohio Governor bans events over 100 people. 3/12 (link) 
o Cincinnati Mayor declares state of emergency for two weeks. 3/11 (link) 
o NCAA Tournament in Dayton to start without fans. 3/11 (link) 
o Gov says sports should play fanless games. Recommend universities cancel in-

person activities, classes. 3/11 (link) 
o Columbus: State Dept. of Health Director barring spectators from Arnold Sports 

Festival. 3/5 (link) 
• Florida, 3/7 (link) 

o NEW CDC urges Florida to ban events over 250. 3/13 (link) 
o Gov discourages mass gatherings, but says it’s up to city and county officials to 

determine bans. 3/12 (link) 
o Miami-Dade Mayor to declare state of emergency to take effect Thursday 

morning. 3/11 (link) 
o Calle Ocho and Miami Ultra Music Festival cancelled by city order. 3/6 (link) 

• New York, 3/7 (link) 
o Governor bans events over 500 people effective Friday 5PM, closes Broadway 

effective Thursday 5PM through April 12th, and recommends businesses cut 
capacity by 50%. 3/12 (link) 

o NYC Mayor says if you aren’t sick, you should go out to eat. 3/11 (link) 
o New Rochelle, a NYC suburb will go under two weeks of containment shut-down. 

3/10 (link) 
• Pennsylvania, 3/6 (link) 

o Governor recommends cancelling events over 250 people. 3/12 (link) 
o Pittsburg Mayor reports G7 Conference cancelled, St. Patrick’s Day parade 

cancelled. Advises businesses lower occupancy limits. Discourages public 
gatherings. 3/11 (link) 

o Philadelphia cancels St. Patrick’s Day parade. 3/11 (link) 
• Kentucky, 3/6 (link) 

o Big Ears music festival cancelled, 3/11 (link) 
• Oregon, 3/6 (link) 

o Oregon Governor bans gatherings over 250 for four weeks. 3/12 (link) 
• Utah, 3/6 (link) 

o NEW Salt Lake City Mayor reinforces event ban for over 100 people. 3/13 (link) 
o Governor bans events over 100 people, including churches, conferences and 

concerts. 
• California, 3/5 (link) 

o NEW Santa Clara County bans events over 100, applies conditions to events for 
35-100 people. 3/13 (link) 

o LA Mayor suggests cancelling events over 50 people. 3/12 (link) 
o Governor Newsom recommends cancelling all events over 250 statewide. 3/12 

(link) 

https://www.kwqc.com/content/news/Illinois-announces-additional-cases-of-COVID-19-positive-cases-up-to-25-568711821.html
https://www.wlwt.com/article/3-test-positive-for-coronavirus-in-ohio-governor-says/31291039
https://www.nbc4i.com/community/health/coronavirus/gove-dewine-orders-no-mass-gatherings-in-ohio-over-100-people/
https://www.wlwt.com/article/cincinnati-mayor-declares-state-of-emergency-amid-coronavirus-outbreak/31403811
https://www.cbssports.com/general/news/coronavirus-live-updates-ncaa-tournament-games-in-ohio-will-be-played-without-fans-warriors-close-doors/live/
https://www.wkyc.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/governor-dewine-holds-tuesday-briefing-on-state-response-to-coronavirus/95-07079ee6-c75b-4c22-ab74-12c3c0db6b56
https://www.dispatch.com/news/20200305/coronavirus-ohio-health-department-bars-spectators-from-arnold-sports-festival
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/2020/03/09/coronavirus-florida-what-does-level-emergency-mean/4998724002/
https://www.news-journalonline.com/news/20200313/coronavirus-cdc-bulletin-florida-should-cancel-gatherings-of-250-people-or-more
https://www.tampabay.com/news/health/2020/03/12/mass-gatherings-in-florida-should-be-postponed-to-stop-coronavirus-spread-desantis-says/
https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/miami-dade-mayor-to-declare-state-of-emergency-amid-coronavirus-concerns/2204100/
https://wsvn.com/news/local/calle-ocho-ultra-music-festival-cancelled-amid-coronavirus-concerns/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/07/nyregion/coronavirus-new-york-queens.html
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2020/03/coronavirus-update-nj-gov-says-all-public-gatherings-of-more-than-250-people-should-be-cancelled.html
https://ny.eater.com/2020/3/11/21175497/coronavirus-nyc-restaurants-safe-dine-out
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2020/03/10/coronavirus-live-updates-us-death-toll-dow-jones-donald-trump/5002558002/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/gov-wolf-signs-covid-19-disaster-declaration-to-provide-increased-support-for-state-response/
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/12/pennsylvania-coronavirus-montgomery-county-shut-down-statewide-preparations/
https://www.wtae.com/article/city-of-pittsburgh-officials-outline-measures-being-taken-in-preparation-for-coronavirus/31403674
https://www.inquirer.com/health/coronavirus/coronavirus-philadelphia-montgomery-kenney-farley-arkoosh-schools-20200310.html
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/2020/03/06/what-is-state-of-emergency-coronavirus/4974968002/
https://www.jambase.com/article/big-ears-cancel-coronavirus
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/08/coronavirus-live-updates-grand-princess-to-disembark-passengers.html
https://twitter.com/ByMikeBaker/status/1237964149520338944
https://www.sltrib.com/news/2020/03/06/coronavirus-fears-leads/
https://www.slc.gov/mayor/2020/03/12/mayor-mendenhall-issues-secondary-proclamation-limiting-mass-gatherings/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-03-04/los-angeles-county-declares-coronavirus-emergency-6-new-cases
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/santa-clara-county-to-announce-new-coronavirus-orders/2253905/
https://www.dailynews.com/2020/03/12/city-county-leaders-announces-sweeping-new-steps-to-slow-coronavirus-spread-and-stem-economic-impact/
https://www.politico.com/states/california/story/2020/03/12/newsom-recommends-statewide-event-cancellations-to-curb-coronavirus-spread-9421843


o Oakland joins SF in banning events over 1000 at public venues. 3/12 (link) 
o SF Mayor bans events over 1000 people affecting the Warriors and Chase 

Center. 3/11 (link) 
o E3 gaming convention cancelled. 3/11 (link) 
o Gov Newsom criticized NBA and other leagues for playing to full stadiums. 3/11 

(link) 
o *unconfirmed* LA County to restrict events if it records five or more instances of 

community transmission. 
o Contra Costa County issued proclamation urging residents and businesses to 

cancel gatherings of 50 people or more. 3/10 (link) 
o Santa Clara County bans public gatherings larger than 1,000 people starting 

Wednesday, 3/10 for three weeks. Includes SJ Sharks, Stanford, SJ Earthquake. 
3/9 (link) 

o Coachella Music Festival and Stagecoach ordered cancelled, moved to October. 
3/9 (link, link) 

o BNP Paribus Open Tennis Tournament cancelled due to Riverside County State of 
Emergency for Coachella Valley. 3/8 (link) 

o No state of emergency, but SJ Sharks played despite County Health officials 
advising they cancel game. 3/5 (link) 

o SF: Ban on non-essential group activities at city owned facilities for two weeks, 
3/8 (link) This includes Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, the New Conservatory 
Theatre, City Hall, Moscone Center, the SF War Memorial Opera House, and 
Davies Hall.  

o Declared state of emergency. 2/25 (link) 
o CA Dept. of Public Health: Mass Gathering Guidance on Novel Coronavirus or 

COVID 19 
• Maryland, 3/5 (link) 

o 12 cases in MD, Governor calls for mass gatherings to be postponed. 3/11 (link) 
• Hawaii, 3/4 (link) 
• Washington, 2/29 (link) 

o Gov mandates ban on large events (over 250) in King, Snohomish, and Pierce 
Counties. 3/11 (link) 

o Mayor and Gov. Inslee contemplating next steps including social distancing and 
limiting public gatherings. 3/8 (link) 

  
  
Andrew Bianchi 
Director, State Public Policy 
Ticketmaster 
 

https://www.politico.com/states/california/story/2020/03/11/oakland-joins-sf-in-banning-mass-gatherings-such-as-sporting-events-concerts-1266481
https://www.mercurynews.com/2020/03/11/fans-banned-from-warriors-games-at-chase-center-to-curb-coronavirus-spread/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/11/tech/e3-2020-canceled-trnd/index.html
https://www.politico.com/states/california/story/2020/03/10/newsom-slams-nba-other-pro-leagues-for-playing-in-packed-stadiums-9421794
https://www.danvillesanramon.com/news/2020/03/10/contra-costa-county-issues-emergency-proclamation-in-response-to-coronavirus
https://www.mercurynews.com/2020/03/09/following-first-coronavirus-death-santa-clara-county-bans-all-large-gathering/
https://www.youredm.com/2020/03/09/sources-coachella-music-festival-postponed-half-a-year-due-to-coronavirus/
https://www.rivcoph.org/Portals/0/LatestNews/3.10.20_Coachellla_and_Stagecoach.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/08/sports/coronavirus-indian-wells-canceled.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2020/03/05/san-jose-sharks-advised-by-county-cancel-game-due-coronavirus-they-refused/
https://www.kron4.com/news/bay-area/order-san-francisco-bans-events-for-2-weeks-due-to-coronavirus/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/SF-mayor-London-Breed-declares-state-of-emergency-15083811.php
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CDPH%20Guidance%20for%20Mass%20Gatherings%20and%20Large%20Community%20Events_ADA%20Compliant.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/CDPH%20Document%20Library/CDPH%20Guidance%20for%20Mass%20Gatherings%20and%20Large%20Community%20Events_ADA%20Compliant.pdf
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/03/05/coronavirus-maryland-cases-122587
https://www.localdvm.com/health/coronavirus/governor-hogan-updates-the-state-on-coronavirus/
https://governor.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2003020-GOV-Emergency-Proclamation_COVID-19.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/inslee-issues-covid-19-emergency-proclamation
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/20-07%20Coronavirus%20%28tmp%29.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/health/gov-inslee-says-mandatory-measures-under-consideration-to-combat-coronavirus-in-washington/

